[image: image1.jpg]~

%rass

AREA




        
 An Official Miss America/Miss Alabama Preliminary
Dear Miss Wiregrass Area Contestant,
Thank you for inquiring about the Miss Wiregrass Area preliminary!  Our 2011-12 preliminary will be held on Saturday, Sept 14, 2011 at the Geneva High School in Geneva, Alabama.  Contestants will need to arrive at 8:30 a.m. and plan to stay for the day.  The pageant will begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Opening number attire has not been decided, but we will notify you shortly of this. 

Be sure you submit the correct paperwork according to the instructions for the 2011-12  pageant-year.  There are several pieces to the application, as listed under “forms.” Print out and complete the check-list to make sure you have included them all. You must complete the Miss Wiregrass Area contract and submit it with your application paperwork. You do not have to print the “Local Contestant Contract,” but do read it, and then complete the Contract Acknowledgement.  If you are selected as Miss Wiregrass Area, you will then complete the state contract and submit it to the state office. 
The pageant is limited to the first 20 contestants who have submitted completed paperwork.  If any piece of the application is missing, it will be considered incomplete. Applications must be postmarked by September 9, 2011. 
There is a $50 no-show fee.  This will be returned to you at the end of the pageant.  However, if you do not show, or do not complete the pageant, the money will become the property of the Miss Wiregrass Area Organization. 
The national charity for the Miss America system is the Children’s Miracle Network (CMN).  To compete, each contestant entering a local preliminary must raise at least $100 donation for CMN.  Donations are tax deductable. Go to www.missamerica4kids.org for complete instructions; be sure to register under the Miss Wiregrass Area pageant for the 2013 year.  We must be able to verify the donation by the day of the competition.  . 
The age and residential requirements to compete are as follows:  you must be at least 17 years of age on Sept 17th  AND a senior in high school and no more than 23 years of age on December 31st.  You must live, work, or go to school (fulltime) in the 334 phone exchange area (for at least 6 months prior to the competition).  You must send the correct verification of your residential eligibility according to how you claim eligibility.  A certified copy of your birth certificate is required to verify your age; you may request these from the health department in your county. 
Be sure all documents requiring a notary have been signed and notarized.  
Your talent must be no more than 90 seconds long.  If you are going to use one, do not forget to bring your talent accompaniment CD.  NO LIVE ACCOMPANIENT by anyone other than you is permissible. I would recommend bringing two CDs of your talent accompaniment just to be safe. Miss Alabama rules preclude two contestants using the same music to compete, so the first person who sends a completed application requesting the song will be allowed to use it.  Any others who request the same music will have to select something different.  There is no piano at the facility, but we will provide a full-sized keyboard. You will have a chance to practice your talent at least once on the day of the pageant. 
If you win scholarship, you must send a letter within 30 days of the pageant accepting the scholarship.  The scholarship must then be used by October 2, 2012.  If you do NOT send the letter, or if the money is NOT used by October 2, 2012, you will forfeit the money; the money will then be returned to the scholarship fund. Scholarship funds are available for books, fees, tuition.  When you request the scholarship, send a statement from the bursar’s office; the money will then be sent directly to the school in your name. 

If you are not selected as Miss Wiregrass Area, remember to pick up your talent CD, photo, and packet materials at the end of the pageant.  One of our board members will have your packet available for you; go to the Sound Booth to get your CD.  If you forget, you must mail a check for $5 for the materials to be sent back to you. 

If you are selected our Miss Wiregrass Area or an alternate, please plan to stay for pictures directly after the pageant.  Then we will have a short meeting with our new titleholder.  
If you need lodging, there are several options. There is a hotel in Geneva, the Briarwood Inn; Ph: 334-684-7715. There is a great Bed and Breakfast in Samson that is 12 miles away: Piney Grove Farmhouse. You can check it out on Facebook. There are also several hotels nearby in Enterprise, Al.  

We are so excited you are coming.  Thank you for being a part of our fifth year.  I think we are going to have a great time.  Miss America is first selected as a local winner on a stage just like this one—who knows, maybe someday you will hear

     “…There she is, Miss America!”

We hope to have a part in helping your dreams come true. 

Blessings,

Tricia Janasky, Director






