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 An Official Miss America/Miss Alabama Preliminary
Dear Miss Wiregrass Area Teen Contestant,

We are excited about the Miss Wiregrass Area Outstanding Teen program, an official Miss Alabama Outstanding Teen preliminary to be held on Saturday, Sept 17, 2011 at Geneva HS, Geneva, Al. The winner of this pageant will compete for the state title in March of 2012.  The Miss Wiregrass Area competition and Rising Star competition will also be held on the same day. 
Please take a moment to read these instructions and look over all the paperwork.  There are several pieces to the application so be sure to include them all when you mail the application. We have included a checklist to help you remember all of them. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call or email. 

Parts of the application are found on the Miss Alabama Outstanding Teen website and part on our website.  There is a link to the MAOT website on the “Forms” section of our website or go to http://outstandingteen.homestead.com. At the state website home page, click on “Forms for Directors” and that will lead you to a page entitled “Forms for Contestants and Directors”. READ the state contract in its entirety. (If you are selected as our winner, we will then fill this document out for state). Fill out the Contract Acknowledgement.  Read the instructions for the Teen Resume and then type your resume. There is a sample resume for a guide.  Include 6 copies of your resume with the application. Also, at the bottom of the state page, there is a “Winner’s Detail Form” Please complete this page and send with your application.  (If you are selected our winner, we will sign it the night of your crowning.) Then, on our website, complete the MAOT LOCAL Contract.  (We also have the Winner’s Detail Form and Contract Acknowledgement on our website for your convenience.)
There are instructions included on how to write your resume on the state website as noted above.  Remember this is where the judges will get their first impression of you, so be as accurate and self-reflective as possible.  In addition, you need to think about what area of community service you would like to pursue if named the winner; this is your “platform.” 
The competition is limited to the first 15 contestants who submit their completed paperwork.  
The age and residential requirements to compete are as follows:  you must be at least 13 years of age on the day of the pageant AND a rising eighth grader and no more than 17 years and a rising junior in high school. You cannot be a rising senior, and you cannot be older than 17 on August 1, 2012.  (If you are 17 and a senior, you are eligible for the Miss pageant). You must live or go to school (fulltime) in 334 phone exchange area (and for the past 6 months). You must send some verification of your residential eligibility.  
You must include an OFFICIAL COPY of your birth certificate (NOT just a notarized photocopy).  You can request one at your local health department (go ahead and request several so you will have them on hand).  Do NOT send an original birth certificate if at all possible, but DO send an OFFICIAL copy.  
Include 1 original headshot and 6 B/W PHOTOCOPIES of your headshot (NOT 6 original pictures) for the judges books.  You do NOT have to have a professionally-made headshot for this competition.  If possible, email one copy of your headshot for the program.  We can scan your picture, but it won’t be as good a quality in the program. If you do have a professionally-made headshot, you may have to ask your photographer to email the picture to us, depending on his/her copyright rules.  However, most will do this if you explain it is for the program only.  We do not mind if they include their logo on the corner of the picture. 
Include 6 copies of your resume for the judges books. 

If you compete in Most Photogenic (optional), send an 8X10 or 5X7 Color OR B/W photograph.  Be sure to put your name on the back of the photo. 
Be sure all documents requiring a notary have been signed and notarized.  
Areas of competition include Interview (Counts for 35% of total score) Evening Wear/Onstage Question ( 20%of total score), Fitness (NO swim wear) (10%), and Talent (35%). There is a final ballot which ultimately decides the winner. 
The attire for Interview is age-appropriate dress, skirt and blouse, etc.  The Miss Alabama OT program is discouraging pageant or business suits.  The outfit should be appropriate for a teen. Evening wear is a full-length gown.  On-stage question will be part of the evening wear competition.  Fitness will be khaki shorts, Tee, and tennis shoes. Opening number outfit has not been decided, so information on that will come shortly. 
The fitness competition consists of a very short routine (approximately 20 secs) which is first performed in groups of 2 or 3, then repeated by each contestant individually, and then again in the group.  The attire is khaki shorts with tee shirt, and tennis shoes. No exposed midriffs. 
Talent must be at least 90 seconds and no more than 2 minutes long.  Do not forget to bring your talent accompaniment CD.  NO LIVE ACCOMPANIENT by anyone other than you is permissible. I would recommend you bring two CDs of your talent accompaniment just to be safe.  There is no piano, but we will have a full sized keyboard at the facility. 
Please arrive at the Geneva HS Performing Arts Center at 8:30 a.m. on the day of the pageant.  Parents/friend/relatives may help unload the contestant’s belongings, and then there will be a short orientation in the auditorium for contestants and parents. After this, only the contestant is allowed to stay.  NO PARENTS, FRIENDS, OR RELATIVES ARE ALLOWED IN REHEARSALS OR IN THE DRESSING ROOMS AT ANY TIME AFTER UNLOADING!!! NO EXCEPTIONS!!!  Miss America discourages professional hair and makeup, and the winner will NOT have the opportunity to have her hair or makeup done at the state competition.  However, it is not against the rules to have it done. So, if you want professional hair and makeup, either have it done BEFORE you come or plan to do so on the lunch hour AWAY from the dressing room. We have board members and volunteers who help the girls in the dressing rooms get ready for competition.  
The fee for competing in the Outstanding Teen competition is $85.  You may also enter the optional Photogenic competition for an additional $15. Please include a check made out to the Miss Wiregrass Area Organization.  The fees are nonrefundable. 
Miss Alabama rules do not allow flash photography or video during the pageant.  We will have a videographer and photographer at the pageant who will take pictures.  Those will be available for purchase.  

Your friends and family may also add their words of encouragement to you in the program through the Good Luck ads.  Ads must be received and payment made by Sept 9th to be included in the program. Any contestant who sells the equivalent of 6 full-page ads will receive two season tickets to all nights of competition at the 2012 Miss Alabama pageant in June 2012. 
If you are not selected as Miss Wiregrass Area Outstanding Teen, remember to pick up your talent CD, photo, and packet materials at the end of the pageant.  One of our board members will have your packet available for you; go to the Sound Booth to get your CD.  If you forget, you must mail a check for $5 for the materials to be sent back to you. 

If you are selected our Miss Wiregrass Area Outstanding Teen or an alternate, please plan to stay for pictures directly after the pageant.  Then we will have a short meeting with our new titleholder.  
Mail all application materials to:

Miss Wiregrass Area OT

c/o Patricia C Janasky
406 N Broad St

Samson, Al 36477
Please email for any questions or concerns: director@misswiregrassarea.com.
We are so excited you are coming.    See you soon!
Blessings,

Patricia C. Janasky, Director






